
  
AC TRANSIT DISTRICT BRD Memo No.  09-233a 
Board of Directors  
Executive Summary Meeting Date:  October 14, 2009 
 
Committees: 
Planning Committee  Finance and Audit Committee  
External Affairs Committee  Operations Committee  
Rider Complaint Committee  Paratransit Committee  
Board of Directors  Financing Corporation  
 
SUBJECT:  Consider Recommending the Adoption of Resolution No. 09-051 Adopting 

a Policy to Buy American  
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  
 
             Information Only        Briefing Item         Recommended Motion   
 
Adopt the resolution. 
 
Fiscal Impact: Unknown. 
 
Background/Discussion: 
 
Recommendation of the Finance and Audit Committee on September 30, 2009: 
At its meeting on September 30, 2009, the Finance and Audit Committee recommended that 
Resolution No. 09-051 be forwarded to the Board with an amendment to Section 1 of the 
resolution as follows: 
 
“Section 1:  The AC Transit Board of Directors supports an amendment to Board Policy 350 
that the District will employ its best efforts to procure goods manufactured in America and 
when possible give first priority to the purchase of goods manufactured in California within 
the existing State and Federal procurement regulations.” 
 
Content of original BRD Memo: 
Director Ortiz has proposed the adoption of Resolution No. 09-051 for the reasons set forth 
in the resolution.  If the Board adopts the resolution, an appropriate amendment to Board 
Policy No. 350 would be developed and submitted for the Committee’s and Board’s 
consideration. 
 
Prior Relevant Board Actions/Policies: 
Board Policy No. 350 
 
Attachments: 
None 
 
Approved by:       Elsa Ortiz, Director Ward III 
Prepared by:        Kenneth C. Scheidig, General Counsel  
                              Linda A. Nemeroff, District Secretary 
Date Prepared:    October 5, 2009 

 
Rev. 6/09 
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ALAMEDA-CONTRA COSTA TRANSIT DISTRICT 
RESOLUTION NO. 09-051 

 
BUY AMERICAN GOODS 

 
WHEREAS, California, as well as the United States, is experiencing one of its 

worst recessions since the 1930s, causing A significant loss of jobs; and 
 
WHEREAS, the national unemployment rate has risen to 9.7% and in California, 

the unemployment rate is 11.612.2%; and 
 
WHEREAS, a total of 3.6 million jobs have been lost since the beginning of the 

recession in December 2007.  Of those jobs, 2 million have come from the 
manufacturing sector. Manufacturing industries now represent just 11.5% of GDP; and 

 
WHEREAS, In August of this year, when people were asked by pollsters from 

EMC Research of Oakland to rate their priorities for the State of California, they gave 
the highest rating of '7' to “improving the economy and creating jobs;” and 

 
WHEREAS, manufacturing has by far the largest multiplier effect of all job 

sectors, creating $1.40 of additional economic activity for each $1 of direct spending; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, when products are purchased from a domestic producer, the US 

economy is stimulated and US workers put more money into their pockets,  generating 
further spending which supports more jobs in the domestic economy; and  

 
WHEREAS, with workers facing one of the worst economic crisis since the Great 

Depression, we believe AC Transit policies should help to create an economy that can 
provide security and prosperity for workers in the state and the nation; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Directors of the Alameda-Contra Costa 

Transit District does resolve as follows: 
 
Section 1.  The AC Transit Board of Directors supports an amendment to 

Board Policy 350 that the District will employ its best efforts to procure goods 
manufactured in America and when possible give first priority to the purchase of goods 
manufactured in California within the existing State and Federal procurementfunding 
regulations. 

 
Section 2. Staff shall prepare an appropriate amendment to Board Policy 350 

to reflect the content of this resolution and bring the policy amendment to the Finance 
Committee and the Board prior to the end of the 2009 calendar year.  

 
Section 3. This resolution shall become effective upon its passage by four (4) 

affirmative votes of the Board of Directors. 

REVISED 
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  PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 14th day of October 2009. 
         
  
                                                                  
                                       Ryan “Rocky” Fernandez, President 
 
Attest: 
 
 
                                                                        
Linda A. Nemeroff, District Secretary 
 
 I, Linda A. Nemeroff, District Secretary for the Alameda Contra Costa Transit 
District, do hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was passed and adopted at a 
Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors held on the 14th day of October 2009, by the 
following roll call vote: 
 
AYES:  DIRECTORS:       
 
NOES: DIRECTORS:       
 
ABSENT: DIRECTORS:       
 
ABSTAIN: DIRECTORS:       
 
 
                            __________________________                       
                             Linda Nemeroff, District Secretary 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                               
Kenneth C. Scheidig, General Counsel 
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