
The Hydrogen Age comes to the San Francisco Bay Area today with the dedication of the region’s first-ever hydrogen fueling station

– a joint project of Stuart Energy, AC Transit, and the California Fuel Cell Partnership (CaFCP) – in ceremonies at AC Transit’s bus

operating division in Richmond, California. A 24-kilogram/day electrolyzer, manufactured and installed by Stuart Energy of Ontario

Canada, uses electricity to convert water into hydrogen fuel to power fuel cell vehicles. Fuel cells combine hydrogen and oxygen in

a chemical reaction to generate sufficient quantities of electricity to power cars, trucks, and buses. Fuel cell vehicles emit only distilled

water in the form of steam from the tailpipe, and the quiet sound of an electrically powered drive motor. 

The opening of this facility marks the first satellite fueling station for the Partnership and the start of a new technology era for 

AC Transit, which earlier this year initiated a $15 million hydrogen fuel cell development program with United Technologies of

Connecticut (UTC Fuel Cells), ISE Research of San Diego, and Van Hool Bus Company of Belgium, to build three fuel cell buses 

for delivery in 2004. 

The fueling station, under its current configuration, will be restricted to serving automotive companies affiliated with the CaFCP, who

will operate their light-duty, fuel cell vehicles (cars and SUVs) between the CaFCP’s headquarters in West Sacramento and the Bay

Area. AC Transit also expects to use the facility to fuel visiting demonstration buses and its own fleet of light-duty vehicles in support

of its fuel cell bus program. In the future, an upgrade in production and storage capacities would also enable AC Transit to regularly

refuel one or two of the large 40' buses it will be receiving from UTC/ISE/Van Hool. The hydrogen station, with a storage capacity

of 47 kilograms of hydrogen, can fuel a number of cars or small trucks each day, at speeds of one to two minutes per vehicle. 

The Hydrogen Age Comes to Richmond, California and The San Francisco Bay Area

page 1 of 3

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Richmond, California
October 30, 2002
Three pages

CONTACT:  JAIMIE  LEVIN
TEL (510) 891-7244
CEL (510) 851-0625



page 2 of 3

The station was commissioned today in ceremonies featuring a demonstration of quick and easy fueling of four fuel cell cars manu-

factured by DaimlerChrysler, Ford, Hyundai, and Toyota, before a crowd of several hundred people, including neighborhood resi-

dents, science students from local schools, public officials from the City of Richmond and Contra Costa County, and representatives

from AC Transit, private industry, the Partnership, and the California Air Resources Board. 

Rick Fernandez, General Manager of AC Transit, opened the ceremonies, noting the significance of this project and AC Transit’s

$15 million fuel cell development program. “AC Transit begins an exciting new chapter in its 42-year history with the opening of this

hydrogen fueling station at our Richmond Operating Division. As an organization of 2,400 people, we have chosen to take a lead-

ing role in the development of a technology that has innumerable environmental benefits for the communities we serve and our plan-

et’s fragile ecosystem. We are proud to be members of the California Fuel Cell Partnership and to join cooperatively with Stuart

Energy and other members of the Partnership in a determined effort to prove to the world the value of hydrogen and fuel cells.”

Don Huberts, CaFCP Chairman and CEO, Shell Hydrogen, commented on the value of this facility to the Partnership, “This is a key

achievement for the Partnership this year – to be able to extend the test-drive range of our fuel cell vehicles beyond the Sacramento

area, and to learn about potential fueling infrastructure technologies through real-world experience.” 

Jon Slangerup, President and CEO of Stuart Energy reflected on how the technology of electrolyzers specifically addresses critical

infrastructure needs, “This station is important for us and for the future of hydrogen fuel.  Lack of a hydrogen fueling infrastructure is

commonly cited as a challenge to the introduction of fuel cell vehicles.  Stations such as this are directly addressing this challenge.

Stuart Energy’s hydrogen fueling products are cost-effective, clean, convenient and available today.  This station is a critical first step

that could ultimately form the foundation of a hydrogen-fueling infrastructure for emission-free hydrogen-powered vehicles.” 
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Using hydrogen as a source of fuel opens up many exciting opportunities of major benefit to local communities and our global envi-

ronment – the potential to generate power through the use of renewable sources of energy (wind, solar, biomass, and hydro); signifi-

cant reductions in greenhouse gases; energy security and economic stability through the reduction and potential elimination of our

nation’s dependency on petroleum fuels; absolutely zero-emissions (only vaporized distilled water) from the tailpipes of cars, trucks,

and buses; and very quiet electrically powered drive motors. 

AC Transit, an associate partner in the California Fuel Cell Partnership, is one of the largest public transit operators in the United

States, with a fleet of 817 buses and an annual ridership of over 70 million passengers. It operates 150 routes, including 36 trans-

bay lines to San Francisco, serving over 1.3 million people living in 13 cities in the East Bay of the San Francisco Bay Area, includ-

ing Richmond, Oakland, Berkeley, Newark, and Fremont. For more information about AC Transit’s fuel cell development program,

visit their web site at www.actransit.org/onthehorizon/fuelcell.wu.

The California Fuel Cell Partnership is a voluntary effort to advance a new vehicle technology that could move the world toward

practical and affordable environmental solutions. The Partnership will demonstrate fuel cell-powered electric vehicles under real day-

to-day driving conditions; will demonstrate the viability of an alternative fuel infrastructure technology; explore the path to commercial-

ization; and increase public awareness of fuel cell electric vehicles. The Partnership expects to place about 60 fuel cell passenger

cars and fuel cell buses on the road by 2003. For more information, visit www.fuelcellpartnership.org.

Stuart Energy Systems Corporation (TSX: HHO) is a world leading developer and supplier of integrated hydrogen solutions that use

the Company’s proprietary hydrogen generation water electrolysis technology with products from corporate partners to serve existing

and emerging markets for power generation, transportation and industry. The company’s website address is www.stuartenergy.com.
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