
HISTORY OF ATU NEGOTIATIONS - 2013 

 

The District and ATU began negotiations for renewal of the 2010-2013 CBA on March 

29, 2013, approximately three months in advance of the June 30, 2013, expiration date. 

Three face-to-face bargaining sessions were held during the month of April 2013 (12, 19, 

25); five face-to-face sessions were held during the month of May 2013 (15, 17, 23, 24, 29); and 

one face-to-face session was held during the month of June 2013 (17). 

ATU conducted a strike vote on June 15, 2013, and it was reported that more than 97% of 

those attending the meeting voted to authorize a strike.  

On May 23, 2013, the District applied for the assistance of a state mediator. The first 

mediation session was scheduled for June 24, 2013. The parties participated in 17 mediation 

sessions (June 24, 25, 27, 28, 29, 30; July 1, 2, 3, 5, 10, 12, 26; August 1, 2, 5, 6).  

On August 5, 2013, ATU issued a notice of its intention to strike as of 12:01 a.m. on 

August 7, 2013. The first tentative agreement was concluded during the late evening of August 6, 

2013, and a strike was averted. 

On August 17, 2013, ATU conducted a ratification vote and it was reported that the ATU 

membership rejected the tentative agreement with 257 voting Yes and 576 voting No (886 

members did not vote).  

Following the rejection of the tentative agreement the parties met face-to-face five times 

(August 21; September 3, 5, 18, 25) to continue negotiations without the assistance of the 

mediator. A second tentative agreement was finalized on September 25, 2013. 

On October 1, 2013, ATU conducted a ratification vote on the new tentative agreement 

and again the ATU membership rejected the tentative agreement, this time with a reported tally 

of 369 Yes votes and 561 No votes (759 members did not vote).  

Following the rejection of the second tentative agreement the parties met informally on 

October 8, 9, and 15 to discuss the next steps in the process and met in formal negotiations on 

October 16, 2013.  



On October 14, 2013, ATU issued notice of its intention to strike as of 12:01 a.m. on 

October 17, 2013.1 On the same date, the District submitted for consideration its request for a 

cooling off period to the Governor’s office.2 On October 16, 2013, at approximately 4:30 p.m., 

the District was advised that the Governor had appointed a Board of Inquiry to report back to the 

Governor as to whether the requirements for a cooling off period had been met. 

A Board of Inquiry hearing was held on October 21, 2013, and a cooling off order was 

issued by the Alameda Superior Court on October 23, 2013. The cooling off period ends at 

midnight December 22, 2013. 

Subsequent to the issuance of the cooling off order, the District was contacted by State 

Mediation and agreed to re-entering mediation with ATU. A planning meeting is being 

scheduled between the parties to be held before the end of October. 

 

                                                 
1 See Attachment 10 
2 See Attachment 11 - the request is dated October 8, 2013, but it was not officially submitted until a few days later. 


